













January 1955 


Baptist World Alliance Day—February 6 
February will bring the fifth World Alliance 


Sunday during my presidency and I cannot be 
other than in retrospective mood. Since 1950, 
by the generous cooperation of my church in 
Bloomsbury and the encouragement of our Alli- 
ance officers and Executive Committee, I have 
given some months every year to Alliance work. 
Were I statistically minded I might compile a list 
of countries visited, and of conventions, seminaries, 
churches, summer conferences, Sunday school 
gatherings which have shown me the warmth of 
the beating Baptist heart. 

Perhaps I may attempt the statistics one day, 
but just now I am in the mood to be—just 
thankful. Thankful not only to our Heavenly 
Father for journeying mercies, not only for the 
world outreach of our Baptist fellowship and its 
remarkable threefold increase in fifty years, but 
for the quality of that fellowship as I have been 
privileged to enjoy it. 

My friend and deacon, the Right Honorable 
Ernest Brown, has said in my hearing more than 
once that there are no small churches; only big 
churches in small places. As I have moved among 
our people I have felt that more and more. There 
is a rich quality in our Baptist fellowship which 
has made me even more proud to belong to it nuw 
that my presidency approaches its end, than I was 
in 1950 at Cleveland when I began. Our great 
heritage of New Testament evangelism with its 
insistence on personal experience of Christ and 
liberty in our following the guidance of the Holy 


‘.| Spirit I have found exemplified again and again: 









, in the executive leaders who direct the affairs of 


our Conventions and Unions; in honored pastors 
and teachers and missionaries; in the remarkable 
work of our women’s and youth organizations. And 
I have found it not least in some of the lands 
where our brethren face constant difficulty if not 
open persecution. 

I have been in Baptist churches at every eleva- 
tion from sea level to 13,500 feet above it; but 
there has been one elevation common to all, the 
elevation of high traditions and fervent consecra- 
tion. 

God has richly blessed our witness. For what 
purpose? Not that we may exult in our strength 
or rest in our achievements. But surely that we 
may face with ever fuller consecration the work 
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our Heavenly Father has 
for us to do in the wide 
world. It is my prayer 
that World Alliance 
Sunday may find us all 
on our knees, seeking 
God’s guidance and 
“ready to do whatever 
my Lord the King may 
appoint.” 
F. Townley Lord 
President Lord 





The 1960 Congress 


No formal invitation for the tenth Baptist world 
congress has yet been received at BWA head- 
quarters in Washington, D. C., but several inquiries 
have come—by letter or by word of mouth—and 
a preliminary discussion concerning the meeting 
place for the 1960 congress took place during the 
last meeting of the Executive Committee. 

Hitherto all congresses have been held either in 
Europe or in North America: London, 1905; Phila- 
delphia, 1911; Stockholm, 1923; Toronto, 1928; 
Berlin, 1934; Atlanta, 1939; Copenhagen, 1947; 
and Cleveland, 1950. In 1955, of course, we go 
to London. It would seem wise to hold a congress 
somewhere else in the world, if possible. Baptist 
leaders in other parts of the world have expressed 
a keen interest, prominent among them Australia, 
Brazil, and more lately, Japan. 

The Baptists of a country which receives a 
world congress take upon themselves considerable 
responsibility. They 

a) “have the responsibility of furnishing the 
necessary announcements of the meeting and of 
all local arrangements to those who are entitled 
to attend, and 


b) “are responsible for providing the funds for 
all expenses incident to holding of the general 
meeting. These expenses shall not in any degree 
be a charge upon the general funds of the Alli- 
ance.” 

The words in quotes are taken from the By-laws 
of the Alliance. It should be added that no 
honorariums are paid to speakers, nor do they 
receive help toward their travel expenses, either 
from the inviting body or from the Alliance. 


A.T.O. 










Eastern Treasurer Dies 


Charles T. LeQuesne of London, a lawyer, influ- 
ential Christian layman, and BWA Eastern treas- 
urer, passed away at his home November 22. He 
had attended the BWA Executive Committee meet- 
ing in Louisville last September. The news of 
his death reached headquarters during the Admin- 
istrative Committee meeting in Washington Novem- 


ber 23. 


How to Observe Baptist 
World Alliance Sunday 


Chairman Robert S. Denny of the BWA Youth 
Committee, writing in the January issue of The 
Baptist Student, urges all churches to make some- 
thing of BWA Sunday, February 6. He suggests: 


1) Special worship programs in various Sun- 
day school departments. 

2) Pastors using the work of the Alliance as 
sermon topics for morning worship services. 

3) Reports from persons who have attended pre- 
vious Alliance meetings—Atlanta 1939, Copen- 
hagen 1947, Stockholm 1949, Cleveland 1950, or 
the Youth Conference in Rio 1953. 

4) Films or slides of these previous meetings 
if any are available in the local area. 


Mr. Denny recommends as source material The 
B.W.A. Youth News, Tue Baptist Wortp, The 
Baptist Youth World Conference Report Book 
($1.25, from Mr. Denny, 161 Eighth Avenue, 
North, Nashville 3, Tenn. or from Joel Sorenson, 
Stockholm), and from state and national Baptist 


papers. 
Africa 
Gold Coast 


The eighth session of the Gold Coast Baptist 
Conference, held at Sekondi, heard reports of 
growth in this new mission field in West Africa. 
Immigrants from Nigeria, chiefly of the Yoruba 
tribe, were responsible for the first churches in 
the Gold Coast, but the churches are now becom- 
ing native to the country, and three Gold Coast 
tribes were represented at the recent Conference. 
A total of 234 messengers attended, representing 
the 41 churches in 6 associations. President for 
1954-55 is the Rev. D. A. Sanyaolu. The Rev. 
and Mrs. Homer R. Littleton, Southern Baptist 
missionaries, help the Gold Coast Conference. 


Asia 

Formosa 

Only five years ago, with the arrival of a mis- 
sionary and a national pastor from China, Baptist 
missions began on the island of Formosa, called 
“Taiwan” by the Chinese. In a land area less than 
one-fourth the size of the state of Alabama, U.S.A.., 
240 miles long and 90 miles wide, 9 million people 
live. Five million are native Taiwanese, between 
two and three million are refugees from the main- 


land, and 140,000 are mountain aborigines. The 
religion of the people is Buddhism, but many lip. 
eral thinkers have no religion. Less than 30,00) 
are Christians. 

The 27 Southern Baptist missionaries at work jp 
Formosa are located in the 8 main population cep. 
ters along the Western coast, serving primarily the 
Mandarin-speaking refugees from China. Taiwan 
has 11 organized Baptist churches and 25 chapels, 
Church membership as of June 30, 1954, was 
2,704, of which 1,077 were added during the 
last year. Average Sunday school attendance js 
5,900. Contributions through the churches totaled 
U. S. $11,000 for the year; the foreign mission 
offering at Christmas was $475. 

Taiwan has only one national Baptist institution 
—a theological seminary located at Taipeh, with 
65 students enrolled, a three-year course of study, 
and a faculty of 14. 


Europe 


Austria 





Only seven per cent of the population are Evan. | 
gelicals. Baptists number only 1,500, but there 
have been Baptist churches in Austria for many 
years, and they recently organized themselves into 
a Union. The Austrian Baptist Union became a 
member of the European Baptist Federation at the 
meeting of the Federation Council last September. 
Plans are maturing for the purchase of property 
for an assembly ground. Help toward this project 
is expected from fellow Baptists overseas. 

| 


The Netherlands 


Headquarters of the Dutch Baptist Union are 
to be moved January 20 from Haarlem to 77 Dal- 
weg, Arnhem, Holland, according to the secre- 
tary, the Rev. T. Jansma. Property has been pur- 
chased by the Union for a general office and a| 
home for the general secretary. 

In 1956 Dutch Baptists will celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of their Union. The 51 churches with 
6,800 members plan to raise a special fund at that 
time for home missionary work in the Southern 
part of Holland, to form a bridge across to the 
small Baptist activity in Belgium. Another goal 
for the Jubilee year is a national Baptist sem- 
inary. Dutch ministers have received training in 
Hamburg, Ruschlikon, London, Tollose and Stock- 
holm, but the need for a theological institution in 
the Netherlands has come to be recognized by the 
Baptist Union. 

Dutch Baptists commissioned two women mis- 
sionaries for the Belgian Congo in 1954, in co- 
operation with the Baptist Missionary Society. 

Unknown vandals recently destroyed the furni- | 
ture in the Baptist church at Eindhoven. This in- | 
creases the already heavy burden upon the con- 
gregation which is in a building program to erect 
a more adequate house of worship. Arnhem Bap- 
tists are also trying to meet the costs of labor and 
materials for an adequate church building. 
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Middle East 


Lebanon 


The Baptists of Beirut enjoyed a day of inter- 
national fellowship when the U. S. Sixth Fleet 
was in port. The laying of the cornerstone for the 
new Baptist church and school buildings had 
been scheduled for the day, but the unexpected 
presence of fifty American sailors at the ceremony 
greatly blessed the event. At the close of the 
ceremony, by means of an improvised baptistry in 
the open air, Chaplain John Craven publicly bap- 
tized five of his men, all recent converts. Mission- 
ary Finlay M. Graham reports it was “a great 
testimony to Baptist teaching and practice.” 


North America 


American Baptist Convention 


A “mobilization of missions” in Michigan and 
a “world witness rally” in Philadelphia were pro- 
moted by the local churches and the mission 
boards of the American Baptist Convention in 
early November. Some thirty men and women, all 
either furloughed or retired missionaries, spent 
five days in the state of Michigan making 602 
missionary meetings in the 154 cooperating 
churches to stimulate missionary interest and par- 
ticipation. Seventy missionaries visited Philadel- 
phia churches, with personal appearances through- 
out the metropolitan area, radio and television 
programs, speeches in hospitals and schools, cli- 
maxed by a mass meeting in the city’s largest Bap- 
tist church on the sixth night. 


Hawaii 


The increase in the number of “national” pastors 
was the most obvious trend noted at the 1954 meet- 
ing of Hawaii Baptists. Whereas most churches 
have been served until now by missionaries from 
the mainland, four of the 17 Baptist churches and 
one of the two full-time missions have as pastors 
local young men who trained in American semi- 
naries, 

The oldest church of the convention, organized 
in 1932, is affiliated with the American Baptist Con- 
vention. It is known as the First Baptist Church. 
The other 16 are affiliated with the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention, and contribute 20 per cent of 
their Cooperative Program gifts through the regu- 
lar denominational channels. One of these 
churches, Olivet in Honolulu, organized in 1941, 
has 1,004 members and supports nine mission Sun- 
day schools. 

The churches have 3,052 members with 5,612 en- 
rolled in Sunday school. They sponsor missions 
on two of the smaller islands, Molokai and Lanai, 
and help support an academy and an assembly 
grounds. Miss Itsuko Saito is correspondent for 
Tue Baptist WorLp. 


Panama 

With perhaps the highest standard of living in 
Latin America, Panama is a fruitful field of evan- 
gelism via radio, according to Paul Pretiz, radio 
station manager of HOXO, in The Standard, 
Swedish Baptist weekly, U.S.A. HOXO, which 
went bankrupt as a commercial station, is now 
operated by two mission societies, and is one of 
five stations of the Pan-American Christian Net- 
work. Billy Graham’s “Hour of Decision” and 
other well-known gospel programs are transmitted 
to all parts of Latin America, from Panama. 


Southern Baptist Convention 


The Supreme Court’s ruling against segregation 
of the races in public schools, handed down last 
May, came up for discussion in each of the state 
Baptist conventions in annual sessions during No- 
vember. The Social Service Commission in each 
state, acting upon a precedent established at the 
Southern Baptist Convention in St. Louis in June, 
urged self-control and calmness, and a sincere ef- 
fort to find a solution to the problem “in the spirit 
of Christ to the best interests of both races.” 


Meet a Vice-President 
Manfredi Ronchi of 


Rome, Italy, was born 
in Avellino, son of a 
medical doctor. He was 
educated in law before 
he entered the Christian 
ministry. He has a B.D. 
degree from the Walden- 
sian Seminary, and an 
honorary doctor’s degree 
from Georgetown Col- 
lege, Kentucky, U.S.A. 
During World War I he 
was radio operator in the Italian Navy; during 
World War II, for one year, a chaplain. He has 
held pastorates in Sicily, Sardinia, Turin, and 
Rome, having served the Via Teatro Valle Baptist 
Church since April, 1935. He became executive 
secretary of the Italian Baptist Union in 1944, vice- 
president of the Alliance 1950, vice-president of 
the European Baptist Federation 1952, and presi- 
dent of that body 1954. He is also editor of Jl 
Messaggero Evangelico and a member of the board 
of trustees, Baptist Theological Seminary, Rusch- 
likon, Switzerland. He and Mrs. Ronchi have six 
children. 





United Baptist Convention, Canada 


The first woman to be ordained to the gospel 
ministry by the United Baptist Convention of the 
Maritime Provinces is the Rev. Josephine Kinley 
Moore of the Prince William Church. The candi- 
date’s uncle, the Rev. Stewart Kinley, participated 
in the ordination service. Mrs. Moore was for- 
merly pastor of the Dow Settlement church. She 
is the mother of two children. 





Japanese Baptists want to entertain the Baptist 
World Alliance in 1960. In their fall executive 
session, leaders of the Japan Baptist Convention 
voted to extend the invitation and to ask American 
Baptists to cooperate in the invitation and subse- 
quent responsibilities. The formal invitation will 
be delivered to London by Dean Sadamoto Kawano 
of Seinan University, a BWA vice-president, and 
the Rev. and Mrs. Edwin B. Dozier, Southern Bap- 
tist missionaries. 


Dr. and Mrs. F. Townley Lord of London 
passed through the United States in late Decem- 
ber, en route home from Australia and New Zea- 
land, visiting briefly Southwestern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, and the First 
Baptist Church of Tulsa, Oklahoma. After Christ- 
mas holidays in Richmond, Virginia, as guests of 
the First Baptist Church, they crossed the Atlantic 
December 30-31 to be in Bloomsbury Church for 
a welcoming service January 2. 


Preaching to Communist territory was accom- 
plished via recordings and radio in December by 
Southern Seminary President Duke K. McCall, 
Louisville, Kentucky. He preached in Berlin in 
September during a special Air Force mission 
to Europe, and his sermons were broadcast on the 
Sundays of December over the Air Force network. 


Guides and interpreters for the Baptist world 
congress in London July 16-22 are being recruited 
by the local arrangements committee from among 
the young Baptists of Great Britain who are study- 
ing French, German, Spanish or Italian in high 
school or college. 

“Put Christ in Christmas,” an emphasis that 
was sponsored throughout the United States this 
year chiefly by local chambers of commerce or 
business men’s organizations, received enthusiastic 
support from Baptist and other church groups. 
Churches furnished choral groups, costumes, and 
floats for the colorful parades to usher in the 
Christmas season. In the nation’s capital a 
“Pageant of Peace” in the park between the White 
House and Washington Monument attracted resi- 
dents and tourists daily for three weeks. 


American Baptists of several bodies, who sup- 
port Church World Service, sponsored “Operation 
Poinsettia” this Christmas. Through Christian 
Rural Overseas Program (CROP) they sent 644.- 
175 packages containing 14 pounds of processed 
foods to people in 14 countries. The parcels con- 
tained flour, rice, beans, dried beef, powdered milk, 
butter, cheese, and shortening—all from surplus 
food stocks given by the United States govern- 
ment to the churches for disposal. 

Ivor Powell and his wife are concluding a three- 
year evangelistic effort in Australia and New Zea- 
land this month. They plan to visit the New 
Guinea mission fields before they return to North 
America. 

New-Canadian Baptist Church (Hungarian) 
at 3567 St. Urbain Street, Montreal, is now ready 


to accommodate the growing European populatig, 
of the city. After meeting for five years in the 
Y.M.C.A., the church has now bought and oggy. 
pied the former residence of a leader of Firg 
Baptist Church, more recently used as a worship 
center by the United Church Hungarian congreg. 
tion. 


Baptist women who will represent Nigeria, Weg 
Africa, at the next Baptist world congress are: 
Mrs. J. T. Ayorinde, Mrs. J. A. Ajani, and Mi. 
sionary Mary Ellen Yancey. 


The National Council of American Baptist Me 
has added its first “dollar-a-year” man to its staf, 
LeRoy M. Weimert of Buffalo, New York, is retip. 
ing from the General Electric Company and yil 
devote all his time to the promotion of laymen’ 
work in the state, at $1.00 a year plus tray¢ 
expenses. 


Evangelist Billy Graham plans a preaching 
mission around the world in 1956, and a revival 
crusade in New York City in 1957. He is consid. 
ering invitations from Singapore, Hong Kong 
Formosa, the Philippines, Australia, New Zealand 
and South Africa. 


A Christian Mobile Nursing Service in Sydney, 
Australia, will soon be launched by the Couneil 
of the New South Wales Baptist Homes Trius, 
Many elderly and sick people in the inner suburh 
of the city are unable to get expert care whe 
needed. 


The Baptist Federation of Canada has give 
$2,500 this past month for the work of the BWA 
among displaced persons in Germany still looking 
for homes and work. 


Southern Baptists may undertake Christian 
missions in Egypt, according to their secretary for 
Africa, Europe, and the Near East. A medical 
mission is already established at Gaza, and 4 
group of believers under the leadership of Rev. 
Seddik W. Girgis of Egypt has invited the mission 
board to enter the country. 


“Camp Higher Ground” is the new permanefl 
assembly area, 40 miles from Iloilo City, in th 
Philippines, made possible by the 1953 Worll 
Fellowship Offering of American Baptists. 


“Student Night at Christmas” is observe 
throughout the Southern Baptist Convention, 
U.S.A., on the last Sunday of the year, with1 
program featuring young Baptists who attend 
school away from home. 


The Baptist Union of South Africa and th 
South African Baptist Missionary Society have 
authorized the closing of their schools for Negroes 
April 1, rather than submit to the new Banti 
Education Act relegating the students to “‘a statis 
of permanent inferiority.” They joined the Angl 
can and other religious groups in_ statemeals 
describing apurtheid as “contrary to the will d 
God” and “in conflict with Christian standards’ 
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